
31/5/20 

To the assessing panel members of Australia Council, 

I am writing in support of Memetica’s application for the development of the Back to Front Creature’s 

project. 

My name is Catherine and my family is Josef (15), Ellen (11) and their father Michael. We love art and 

visit museums, art galleries and installations regularly. We especially enjoy art that has arisen in the local 

community. It has the potential to make people feel connected to their neighbours and their 

environment. We like to be creative. Both kids enjoy making worlds in Mind Craft, Ellen draws and paints 

and Josef is teaching himself knitting and studies Furniture Making at school. My husband pulls things 

apart and fixes them and I would relish more time and space in my life to be creative. 

We have participated in workshops in the past at Footscray Community Arts Centre, The Arts Centre, 

ArtPlay, NGV and the Melbourne Museum. Usually working individually on a small projects, but have 

most loved being a small part of a bigger projects.  Such as We Built This City and Tangle by Polyglot 

Theatre. Despite this, we have not had the opportunity to work together on a significant artistic project 

and we are thrilled by the idea of having a mini-lab brought to our home for us to work on in our own 

time and realise a fantastic Back to Front Creature with Daniele [Memetica]. 

We welcome an inspiring home activity in this period of (semi) lock-down with limited avenues for 

entertainment and are satisfied that this will be achievable while maintaining social distancing. We have 

enjoyed walking around the suburb during lockdown and would love to see more artwork displayed in 

people’s front yards… along with the Rainbows on widows. We have been made aware of this 

opportunity through a mutual friend and upon seeing Memetica’s work we decide to immediately offer 

our availability since we see this as a great opportunity to support a local artist and to do something 

creative together as a family. We would be glad to host the pilot workshop that will eventually bring joy 

to the community at large. Seddon needs more of this, especially during these times. 

Daniele will bring a new activity and will inspire. Daniele has showed us the design we’ll work on 

(Horseshoe Slabs) and we are thrilled we will have our own giant puppet lantern to exhibit on our 

veranda and take for walks at the next Seddon festival. 

For our family to work together to create a puppet would allow us quality time together to learn new 

skills and join in a common purpose. We will all benefit from learning how to sew while creating an 

artwork of a giant articulated inflatable puppet. We have always admired giant sculptures and puppets 

when we see them at festivals and would have never thought we could make one ourselves! We are 

already considering the next one we might make once we have learned how. 

The long-term vision for the project is fantastic and I know a number of families that would most 

definitely welcome this initiative and be interested in participating should there be such an opportunity 

in the future. Should Daniele get to run the project, I will happily spruik for Memetica and involve the 

community. Having lived in the same house for 23 years, supporting local festivals, arts projects, and 

businesses, and with both children attending local schools and sporting clubs, I have many connections in 

the community.  

I believe the concept of a mobile workshop to be delivered to households is a great asset for Memetica 

and for all the communities that will benefit from it. Not only in this time of social restriction but for any 

time in the future as such a model can reach out to many who can’t leave their homes and bring people 

together in a shared project and experience. For example people with disabilities and the elderly in 

residential care.  

We encourage you to support Memetica in this current pilot project and its effect to establish assets for 

mobile workshops that could bring such joy, camaraderie, and connections in these times and beyond. 

Kind regards, 

Catherine van Vliet 

16 Thomson Street  

Seddon VIC 3011 


